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You might notice a return to the familiar with this 
issue…. Unfortunately pressures of life have 
meant that Chris hasn’t been able to continue with 
SubScript so I’ve (temporarily) taken it back.  My 
thanks to him for his stint in the editorial chair. 

Well another year is nearly past and we are 
coming up to the AGM.  Time for the annual plea 
to turn up and vote…it’s your club!  Get the date 
– 17th November – in your diary now! 

Chris isn’t the only one to move on, others have 
new commitments and so there’s plenty of 
opportunity for you to take on one of the 
Committee roles – think about it! 

 

 

 

David Parkinson 
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We’re coming towards the end of the year with 
the AGM imminent.  As is the case in recent years 
we’re still looking for people to fill all the various 
committee posts.  With our current level of 
membership the proportion of posts to members is 
higher than it might be which means the task (of 
finding willing volunteers) is not so easy.  So it is 
a perfect opportunity for you to decide how you 
want to help next year.  Please think carefully 
about this as it is your commitment that will 
ensure the continued success of the club. 

As you can see from the list below past 
experience is not essential for a lot of the posts, 
and anyway there are plenty of others around to 
help you with advice and guidance should you 
need it.  We all have other calls on our time, but 
by finding some time to contribute to the running 
of the club you make it a better experience for all. 

So how can you help? A lot of the committee are 
moving on so there is no lack of choice. There's a 
committee niche for everyone and every 
committee member needs support so even 
shrinking violets can help in their preferred field. 
The club is built on the efforts of the members - 
please pitch in and let’s getting planning for next 
year. 

Here's a very brief (just ask for more details!) 
word picture of each role just so you know which 
area(s) to choose... 

Diving Officer (DO) - Should be at the heart of 
the club, diving is what we all came here for isn't 
it? Responsible for the whole diving and training 
program with help from the TO and ExO. Ideally 
an active, knowledgeable and approachable diver. 

Training Officer (TO)  - The TO is in charge of 
training, usually up to and including Sport Diver, 
plays a big part in making new divers feel at home 
in the club and has to balance the needs of trainees 
and instructors. 

Secretary - Keeps track of membership details, 
payment of membership fees and has to ensure 
that all the medical and legal stuff is in order 
before you can dive. 

Treasurer - Has to control the purse strings, 
counting the beans in and out and making sure we 
are all square and able to maintain our assets year 
on year. Also has to present the audited accounts 
at the AGM. 

Boat Officer (BO) - Responsible for the club's 
two boats. He can't do it all himself and so ideally 
has several deputies and plenty of assistants.  

Expeditions Officer (ExO)- Ideally a second in 
command to a DO (who leads the diving of the 
club).  Acts as a match maker between trips and 
divers wanting to make them happen. They don't 
have to organise them all but running one or so 
helps. Responsible for keeping the events calendar 
accurate and up to date. 

Social Secretary - There to make sure that we 
have fun, stay informed and eat well when we're 
not under water. 

New Members Rep - As an aid to the TO should 
be around to welcome new members and keep an 
eye and ear open to ensure they are happy and 
contented.  Ideally one of last year’s trainees and 
so close to the concerns that the new members 
may have. 

Minibus Officer  - Keeps tabs on the use and 
condition of the minibus - not a mechanic just 
needs to be aware of the hire rules and the same 
kind of safety issues that affect any vehicle. 

Equipment Officer (EO)- Oversees the SCUBA 
gear and makes sure its in the right place at the 
right time. Chief task is keeping it in good 
condition for the training program and try dives. 

Communications Officer - It sounds simple but 
keeping the club informed is vital, there are the 
notice boards to fill, and the production of the 
regular club newsletter, SubScript. Plenty to do 
and opportunities galore for helping. 

Chairman - Is impartial in Committee and leads 
and directs, spotting problems and trying to help 
people help the club to the best of their abilities. 
Like the other roles it is not an easy job, advice 
and volunteers are always welcome. 

Most of these posts benefit from a little 
experience but require enthusiasm above all else.  
Don't feel that being new to diving stops you 
being ideal. 

If you'd like to help then please drop me a line for 
more info, or sign up straightaway. The applicants 
for the committee posts are voted for at the AGM 
which is usually a polite formality. 

Without such input from the membership as a 
whole this club cannot maintain its current level 
of activity, or consider increasing it, so it is vital 
that you play whatever part you can. 

The club is what you make it, help make it better! 
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Early in the summer, our esteemed Chairman 
forwarded me an e-mail from our local Seasearch 
coordinator, with a note attached to the effect that 
it was for information only, as it wasn't 'our sort of 
thing'.1  I could see right away, that with no gas 
blending or metallic souvenirs involved, there 
would be a large percentage of the membership 
for which it would hold no interest.  There are 
some of us however, who dive to see living things 
and have an interest in how they all work.  So 
there! 

Seasearch is basically a method for surveying the 
underwater environment and the animals and 
plants that live there.  You don't need to have any 
previous knowledge or experience, though a keen 
interest certainly helps!  The theory part of the 
course takes up a whole day and costs roughly 
£10.  We were lucky enough to get a free room at 
BT and to use the new club projector, so there 
were no extra costs. 
Ten people were able to attend; nine club 
members and Frank Gurney from O2.  Most 
people had already done the marine id course with 
Frances Dipper, which saved a couple of hours of 
explanation. 

Most people showed their true colours fairly early 
on; Karen loudly asked Rob if he was wearing any 
pants, and if so could she have a look at them? 
Frances announced that she would be using 
vaginal dilation as a unit of measurement and Rob 
Nixon tried to 'borrow' food from everyone else, 
as he thought lunch was included in the course 
fee! 

As well as marine id, our tutor taught us to 
recognise different substrate types (throw a 
handful at your buddy.  Can't see them any more?  
That's mud!), animal turves and beds. This is 
where Frances' unique measuring technique came 
in, everyone else used their thumbs) and how 
many of a thing you have to see before you can 
consider it common (too many). 

There is a special form to fill in for every dive and 
Josie showed us how to fill in exact dive location, 
length of dive and ground covered, as well as a 
diagram to show what was seen and where.  This 

                                                      
1 Ed: To be fair it was couched as a request to survey 
the East Anglian coast (inc Felixstowe).  Thanks to the 
viz this is an area we don’t visit as often as we might. 

last part was very difficult, as it had to be done in 
ink and no one was very confident of their artistic 
skills, rightly so in most cases. 

At the end of the day, we put together all we had 
learned and did some practice 'video dives', filling 
out the forms as if for a real dive.  If you ever 
shoot an underwater video, don't just excitedly 
point the camera briefly at everything you see; 
who knew you could get seasick sitting in a 
classroom?  On a real dive, you would keep brief 
notes on a slate, filling out the form on the 
surface. 

We each got our own qualification book (we all 
passed the theory section) and were encouraged to 
get the practical part (two supervised dives and 
three with a trainee buddy) done as quickly as 
possible.  Once qualified, you can remain as an 
observer, or go on to do a two day surveyor 
course which is held nationally. 

Everyone said how much they had enjoyed the 
course and hoped to make use of their new skills 
as soon as possible.  People who hadn't managed 
to get on the marine id course also said that the 
seasearch course helped enormously with their 
'normal' diving; they could spot and identify 
individual animals instead of writing it all off as 
'brown fluff'   We will definitely be running this 
course again next year, so get your names down 
now! 

SeaSearch web site: www.seasearch.org.uk  also 
at stand 312 at the Birmingham Dive Show. 
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If you’ve been up to 
something interesting or 
would like to publicise 
something in relation to the 
club please contact me.    

SubScript is fuelled by your input, so put your 
fingers to the keyboard and get typing!  The 
preferable method of submission is electronically 
– just text in an email will do but a Word 
document would be better.  Pictures are a bonus 
and enhance any article.  Including these as 
separate .jpg files helps any manipulation that may 
be necessary to suit the production and printing 
process. 

Email: dparkins@alien.bt.co.uk  
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We intended to use this weekend to kill several 
birds with one stone; to get newly qualified ocean 
divers into open water, finish off Matt's dive 
leader qualification, get some of the Seasearch 
practical done, get some late starters dived up for 
the season and catch lots of crabs and lobsters to 
curry favour with our neighbours (they are very 
rich and we hope they will adopt us). 

 

Heading for a curry? 

Josie had agreed to come up and sign off 
Seasearch dives on the Saturday and John was 
happy to supervise Matt doing his dive 
marshalling practical.  What could possibly go 
wrong? 

We met up in Weybourne car park at 8am on 
Saturday, to find that John was already on his way 
out to put a marker buoy on the wreck, what a 
hero!  Rob backed the trailer up to the top of the 
beach, then we all grabbed a hand hold and trotted 
Buzo down to the water's edge.  It was a lovely 
day; the sea was so flat that you could see clouds 
reflected in the surface.  We spent some time 
observing them as we struggled to get our breath 
back.  John broke up our reverie by taking Buzo 
for a quick circle round.  He came back 
complaining about the awful steering. 'Did you 
pump the keel up properly?' he asked me.  You 
have to pump the keel up? 

There were ten divers on Saturday, so we went out 
in groups of four and six (a tight fit!) with Rob 
and John taking it in turns to cox.  We were on 
neaps and the slack on the Rosalie seemed to last 
forever, so there was plenty of time for long 
relaxed dives.  The vis was pretty good and the 

wreck was covered in plenty of life (including 3 
kinds of nudibranches), so Rob and I spent our 
time on both dives just photographing the tiny 
stuff in a very small area.  We then rushed back to 
Josie on the beach and feverishly searched 
through her id books to see if we had spotted 
anything rare (no).  We then filled in our 
seasearch forms, ate lunch and lazed around until 
it was time to do it all again. 

 

Saturday lunchtime 

By the end of the day, everyone had got their 
supervised dives signed off for Seasearch and 
Matt had got his marshalling qualification (thank 
God - it was very tiring pretending to pay 
attention to his instructions).  Our usual restaurant 
of choice (the nearest one) was full, so we risked 
trying another one which was conveniently close 
to our camp site, allowing Matt to stagger back on 
foot after celebrating his new status. 

 

By the spare prop on the Rosalie 

The next day, we drove back to the beach, whilst 
Matt and the Gurneys tried to work out how to 
take their new tent down.  The sea was a bit more 
lively and the second slack would have been a bit 
late, so we did a drift on the chalk gullies instead. 
I buddied with Beardy for both dives; it was 
surprisingly easy to convince him that I knew 
exactly where I was going and had used only great 
skill to spot the dragonnet, decorator crabs, plaice, 
sea spider and comb jelly we bumped into.  The 
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angry lobster and finding the exit point were both 
unexpected bonuses. 

 

Lightbulb Sea Squirts 

The drift dive on the gullies was fun; I gave 
Beardy the DSMB to hold so that I could take 
pictures, and immediately led him through a series 
of lobster pot buoys.  I did wonder where he 
suddenly disappeared to!  We surfaced to sort 
ourselves out and I was able to hand my bag of 
crabs into the boat, which kept Matt entertained in 
our absence.  We didn't see anything out of the 
ordinary, but Rob and Ashley saw an eelpout, 
which is quite rare. 

When we got back for the second wave to mount 
up, the sea had become very lively indeed; we 
were barely able to hold it still in the breakers and 
then it decided to surprise us all by folding in half, 
snapping a vital lead in the engine.  We decided to 
admit defeat (no one fancied walking up the beach 
to the Rosalie) and drag the boat back up the 
beach. 

We actually managed to achieve all the aims of 
the weekend - a miracle!  

 

Pictures at: 
http://www.sunstar.org.uk/eventweb/ 
WeybourneJuly05/ 

http://homepage.ntlworld.com/parkytowers/ 
Diving/Rosalie05/ 
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If you've seen members walking around sporting 
garments with the club logo and wish to make an 
order then you need to see me, Catherine Bacon. I 
am usually down at the pool/ Lord Nelson pub on 
Monday club nights. I have only one catalogue 
book to show but it is worth looking through its 
extensive range of garments, hats and accessories.  
Ordering is quite simple. Just choose garment type, 
size, colour (garment and logo) and let me know. 
For an extra charge of £3 you can even have 
variations of the logo eg. Sunstar logo on one side 
of the garment and the lettering of Sunstar Sub 
Aqua on another side. 
Prices seen on the price list does not include VAT 
or postage and packing. I share out the cost of P&P 
between those who have placed an order. 
It can take up to a month to receive your garments 
as the company has to order the garments in and 
they are also slow in sending an invoice so please 
be patient. But as many members will tell you it's 
well worth the wait. 
The garments are good quality and wear and wash 
well. So do come down on a Monday and fix 
yourself up with some clothes that will make you 
proud to be a member of Sunstar Sub Aqua. 

�������
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Don’t forget the “for sale” section on the club web 
site.  It’s an opportunity for you to dispose of 
unwanted kit and a way for new divers in the club 
to build up their inventory. 



 

 - 6 - 

#	,���-�������������!�
������
�	���#�,	�.�

������������

It was with some trepidation that I sat on the deck 
of the boat. The trip to Devon was my first since 
qualifying two months previously, and I was 
wondering what I'd let myself in for. Our first 
attempt to dive the Galacia had fallen through 
when Jurassic Coast Diving had declared the 
conditions too poor. And yet, here we were, just a 
few hours later, planning on diving the same 
wreck with a different company. Were we crazy? 
I couldn't shake the feeling that if JCD had 
cancelled, it must be for a good reason - surely 
conditions were going to be awful? 

The sea, to my untrained eye, looked cold, grey 
and distinctly choppy. The wind was blowing, the 
boat was rocking, my stomach was churning; and 
the logical part of my brain just wanted to turn 
back to harbour, get back on the minibus and 
drive to Ipswich as fast as possible! But we were 
here for diving, and there was to be no avoiding it. 
So, with some assistance, I managed to half 
stagger/half lurch across to the side of the boat, 
and prepared myself for the long drop to the 
water. I gritted my teeth, and over I went. Yep, the 
sea was just as cold, grey and choppy as it had 
looked from the boat. 

But as we began our descent, I realised that below 
the surface the water was almost as calm as 
Gildenburgh - but far more interesting! We 
dropped down to the sea bed at 18m and began to 
explore the wreck. It wasn't quite like the picture 
of a wreck that I had in my imagination (no 
treasure chests or skeletons, sadly!) but was a 
fairly well spread out, broken up wreck, with 
loads of sea life. 

 

Claire on the Galacia 

I spent most of the dive just taking in my 
surroundings, and watching the "brown fish and 
stripy fish" (Wrasse and Bib, I later discovered!). 
Sleepy dogfish were basking in the sand, looking 
completely unconcerned by an overexcited diver 
pointing at them. We saw sea fans, anemones and 
starfish galore, and I was in my element being 
able enjoy being underwater, without having any 
training exercises to worry about. I came out tired, 
but absolutely buzzing from the experience, and 
itching to get back in the water. 

 

Dozy Dogfish 

The next day, I had to sit out the morning dive to 
the Bretagne - as the only Ocean Diver on the trip, 
it was too deep for me. But I joined the rest of the 
group on a trip to Walcott Caves in the afternoon. 
This was a completely different experience - I felt 
so much more confident than the day before, 
although it helped that we were in a sheltered bay 
and that the sea was as flat as a pond.  

Walcott Caves didn't seem to involve a single 
cave, but instead was a shallow, relaxing dive 
along a rocky wall teeming with red-eyed velvet 
crabs. There were kelp beds with well-hidden 
spider crabs, and little dragonettes scooting along 
the bottom. And it was here that we saw what for 
me was the high point of the dive - my first 
cuttlefish! My only experience of cuttlefish in the 
past has been those strange white things 
commonly found in budgies' cages, so I was 
thrilled to see one for the first time in the flesh. 
And I wasn't disappointed - a more weirdly 
beautiful creature I've yet to see underwater. And 
although it took one look at us and shot off into 
the distance (I can't say I blame it!), I can't wait 
until my next trip to go looking for another one! 

Pictures at : 
http://www.sunstar.org.uk/eventweb/Devon05/ 
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[Ed: The article on the Ascension Island trip in 
the last issue was by one of Dave’s victims.  Here 
we have the view from the other side of the fence]. 

Having worked on RAF BSAC Instructor events 
in the UK for the last 5 years, I was invited to 
instruct and examine on an event on Ascension 
Island. The idea is that the RAF, in conjunction 
with BSAC, runs an Advanced Instructor course 
and exam during an expedition, which also 
involves lots of diving.   

Ascension Island is a small island about 4x8 miles 
and lies in the South Atlantic at 8 degrees South 
and 14 degrees West and is primarily a UK and 
US military base and a stop over on the way to the 
Falklands. It also houses the main BBC World 
Service transmitter for the southern hemisphere 
and the airport runway doubles as an emergency 
landing strip for the Space Shuttle. Ascension was 
discovered in 1501 and has played an important 
part in Britain’s attempt to dominate the world  - 
although obviously not in recent times! It acted as 
a supply and repair base for British warships 
especially when there’s nothing else for miles 
(South Africa 1,000 and Brazil 1,500). The island 
is volcanic and sticks up from deep water as 
shown in the chart inset. Also of note is that a 800 
metre high mountain was built by hand to 
encourage clouds and hence rain to promote the 
growth of foliage! Green Mountain supplied the 
trees, which allowed sailing ships to make repairs 
when far away from home. 

 

Typical volcanic landscape 

Travel to the island involves flying from Brize 
Norton in a contract 747, which must have been at 
least 20 years old. We were supposed to leave at 
midnight but there were problems loading the 

luggage, as there were lots of solders going 
onwards to the Falklands. Eventually we left at 
01:30 for the eight-hour flight. On arrival we were 
met by the British base commander and a local AI 
who also headed up the company (Serco) 
appointed to help the RAF run the island. We 
were given a flatbed truck plus a minibus and 
shown to our accommodation for the week, the 
expedition centre. This consisted of 4 huts for 
sleeping, ablutions, equipment and messing. We 
were also given dedicated rations so we had to 
fend for ourselves by cooking as well. Whilst 
picking up the rations it was decided we needed 
beer and wine to compliment them so a visit to the 
NAAFI was arranged, unfortunately we had to 
pay for these! 

 

Expedition Centre 

We sorted the accommodation, filled cylinders 
using the compressor and went to sort out the 
boats that were moored in English Bay, a couple 
of hundred metres away. The boats are moored a 
few metres offshore and a small dory is used to 
ferry divers and kit to the RIBs that are used for 
diving. The procedure involves getting on board 
the dory, driving it up to the jetty, running the 
engine at half throttle and in gear to keep the nose 
against the jetty and loading over the bows.  

Loading the Dory 
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The boat moves up and down against the jetty 
dependant on the swell. As there is always a swell 
it’s important to be careful when loading and 
when the swell reaches 2 metres it’s time to give 
up. Fortunately we only had swells up to 1.5 
metres so we could dive every day. We loaded the 
boats and went diving in English Bay; on our 
return someone broke the minibus so we were 
given a 12 seater Land Rover. I like diving with 
the military – break something and you book out a 
new one!! 

 

Advanced Instructor Course/Exam 

Over the next few days we ran an Advanced 
Instructor course and exam for 3, an Instructor 
Foundation Course for 9, an Open Water 
Instructor Course for 6, a Practical and Theory 
exam for 6, a boathandling course for 2 and an O2 
course for 6! We also managed to go diving at 
least twice a day as well as looking after the kit 
and ourselves. 

 

Wreck Dive 

I didn’t get a photo of the medium size moray that 
attacked me after it had taken a liking to my 
DSMB. I thought it was a small sergeant major 
fish as I had just felt a butting under my arm. I 
decided to whack this annoyance without looking 
at it, after the second whack it decided to attack 
and then I saw my mistake! Instead of helping my 
buddy was rolling around the bottom – laughing! 

 

Two Morays 

 

Wreck Dive 

So, after 10 days it was time to go home and I’d 
only visited the pub twice! Another midnight 
departure in the same aging aircraft to be in 
England ready for breakfast. These events are 
always hard work but also lots of fun. At the end 
of the trip we had 3 new Advanced Instructors, 6 
new Open Water Instructors, 2 new boathandlers, 
6 new O2 administrators, lots of drills signed up 
(mainly dive leader) and had completed 234 dives 
between the group!! 

 

 

Oceanic Trigger Fish 
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A couple of years ago we had a very successful 
trip to Ireland arranged by Craig.  I was keen to go 
back this year to try a dive sites that we were 
unable to do last time.  After quite a lot of interest 
(enough for a future trip?) a group consisting of 
myself, Rob, Dawn and the Parkinson clan headed 
out to the depths of the southern Irish coast of 
Baltimore, Co Cork.  Rob, Dawn and I braved an 
early morning start and arrived in Cork at about 
8am – in time for a strong black hot chocolate.  
The less hardy Parkinson clan took the leisurely 
(and sensible?) later flight (three of them) and 
very leisurely (and tiring?) overnight ferry (the 
other three).  

We were welcomed open armed (admittedly 
during rubbish sorting duty) by Rianne of 
Aquaventures.  One advantage of arriving early 
was that we had a good amount of time to 
investigate the local countryside.  Off we headed 
down to Mizenhead – the most westerly point in 
Ireland.  It was a very nice scenic drive during 
which we found some good rock pools and large 
sandy beaches. 

 

Baltimore Harbour 

Anyway – diving.  We had five good days of 
diving.  Unfortunately the weather wasn’t 
fantastic but it didn’t stop us diving.  The main 
effect was to reduce the visibility later in the week 
but there was still plenty to see.  On the first day 
the surface visibility was poor and so an excellent 
demonstration of the benefits of GPS for arriving 
at a dive site with no visual references at all. 

The second dive on the first day was the wreck of 
the Kowloon Bridge.  This is a bulk carrier of iron 
and is the largest wreckage by tonnage in the 
world and is ~300m long lying in ~35m.  The bow 
is about 6m from the surface and is buoyed.  This 
is where we went in.  There was a little surface 

swell and some current (even during supposed 
slack) but once down provided huge walls of 
wildlife. 

As the surface visibility wasn’t good Jerry 
requested that we return to the shot line on the 
bow as he might not spot anyone surfacing 
elsewhere! 

From the bow we dropped down the bulkhead into 
no 1 hold and made our way as far as the end of 
hold no2 before slowly returning along the port 
side at ~20m (Catherine’s depth limit).  All the 
vertical surfaces were covered in anemones, cup 
corals and dead mans fingers.  Rob & Dawn 
didn’t get further than the vast chain locker in the 
bow, finding plenty to occupy their cameras there.  
Unfortunately the weather stopped us revisiting 
the wreck later in the week which was a great pity 
as we had only really just scratched the surface of 
this wreck. 

 

Awash with colour 

We continued to have good dives during the week 
during which we saw endless colourful cup corals 
and dahlia anemones.  We also were able to (sort 
of) dive with seals during a dive around Fastnet 
Rock.  The dive started by following a wall out 
from the rock, then returning along the other side 
to the seals.  The outward journey was great with 
plenty of plantlife and wildlife.  However, once 
round the end, we were into kelp.  As we got back 
we spotted a few seals but they weren’t as 
outgoing as the ones in the Farnes and kept their 
distance - but were happy to pose for the cameras 
later on the surface. 

Towards the end of the week David’s son-in-law 
(Phil, “resting” Sports Diver) joined us for a dive.  
Unfortunately it was the worst dive of the week 
with ~1m vis, lots of kelp and not much else 
coupled with not the smoothest boat ride out and 
back. Not the best way of persuading somebody 
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back into diving! Ideally he would have liked to 
dive Lough Hyne (see below) but he suggested 
this too late and also didn’t have the necessary 
€3,000,000 insurance cover (we just quoted 
“BSAC insurance”). 

Having learnt from the previous trip, we applied 
for permits to dive Lough Hyne early with 
success.  We signed the visitors book for the Loch 
at an ‘old boy’s’ house in the back end of beyond 
(which took five people quite a while to find)!  
Sunstars get everywhere.  Rianne had suggested a 
good place to dive and, following her instructions, 
we duly located a small gate beside the road at the 
south west corner of the Lough.  We then carted 
kit down to a small jetty from which we could 
reach a couple of good diving areas. 

 

We dived the sites in our pairs alternately with the 
other pair providing shore cover.  It was 
interesting to see scientific research in progress – 
plants growing on ropes in lines.  All crustaceans 
living in the loch were particularly big due to the 
protection over the loch.  We were even kept 
amused during shore duty by the shrimps that 
congregated around the jetty.  (They kept Rob and 
his camera busy for some time the end of each 
dive). 

We ended the trip with a day to investigate local 
islands and the sand beaches discovered on 
arrival. 

Dinner – with Rob & David guarding their 
valuables. 

Good diving, good food and now a better 
knowledge of the surrounding area, I think that 
the trip was enjoyed by all (even if I do say so 
myself). 

Pictures at: 
http://www.sunstar.org.uk/eventweb/ 
BaltimoreAug05/index.htm 
http://homepage.ntlworld.com/parkytowers/ 
Diving/Baltimore/ 
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If you like what you've seen in this month’s 
newsletter, why not think about joining Sunstar?  
Divers of all levels and persuasions are welcome! 
The club has great facilities for all kinds of diving, 
and offers a wide range of training and courses.  
We also organise loads of diving trips each year, 
both in the UK and abroad. Check out our website 
at http://www.sunstar.org.uk/ to see what facilities 
we have (Minibus, Boats etc), what we do and 
what we have done (back issues of SubScript). 

We have several schemes you could join under - 
varying from complete beginner to first-class 
diver.  New Trainees normally pay ~£230 for the 
year (includes BSAC training materials and use of 
club equipment), whereas experienced divers pay 
~£140 p.a, (inc BSAC subscription) with some 
discount available if you work at BT and already 
pay ATLAS membership.  Please contact Eric 
Nelson, club secretary for Membership forms and 
the exact payment details on 01473 606592 or 
info@sunstar.org.uk. 

Alternatively come and meet us on Monday nights 
in Ipswich at the Fore Street swimming pool 
(8:30-09:45pm) or afterwards in the Lord Nelson 
Pub. 
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October 

22 Scylla 'The Return' Plymouth Kevin Canham M OD SD  

30 Birmingham Dive Show David 
Parkinson 

M 

31 Committee Meeting Lord Nelson David 
Parkinson 

 

November 

15 – 4 Dec Thailand and Burma Thailand - 
Burma 

Rob Spray ocean D  

17 Sunstar AGM Crucible Theatre, 
Adastral Park, 7:30pm 

David 
Parkinson 

ALL 

December 

?? Red Sea - Sharm el Sheik Dave Lock Ocean D 

10 'THE' Sunstar Xmas party. TBC Craig Snowling 
or Kevin 
Canham 

 

    

/003�
May 

26- 1 Jun Liveaboard to the sun Rob Spray OD  

July 

21-28 Celtic tour - Wales and Ireland 
Wales and Ireland 

Rob Spray OD 

September 

1-4 Fun in the Farnes Rob Spray OD 

Key  

C    Calypso        OD    Only suitable for Ocean Diver upwards  
B    Buzo        SD    Only suitable for Sport Diver upwards  
M    Minibus        dlplus   Only suitable for Dive Leaders and upwards 
training   Training event       Full    Fully booked  
 


