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Well we’ re getting 
towards the end of another 
diving year – with a group 
heading for a final(?) “ fix”  
in the Red Sea next month.  
There are still UK Club 
dives being organised so 
keep your eye on the 
mailing list and the Diary 

pages on the website.  A couple of articles inside 
describe some excellent recent diving you may 
have missed – but there is already an opportunity 
to reserve your spaces for next year! 

I’d like to take this opportunity to offer a heartfelt 
“Thank you”  to Susie on behalf of all of us who 
went on the Lyme Regis trip.  We were all very 
sorry you weren’ t able to make it but certainly 
appreciated your continued efforts to ensure the 
trip was a success.  The fact that within 24 hours 
of our return Steve had arranged another trip in 
June 2004 is a pretty ringing endorsement of all 
your choices! 

Following the AGM in November we have the 
Christmas “Do”  in December.  Unfortunately 
Mick saw fit to organise it in Ipswich rather than 
Munich so I can’ t make it - a pity as I’m sure it 
will be a great evening.  You’ ll find the menu 
inside – and Mick’s address for your cheques! 

 

 

 

David Parkinson,  
Communications Officer 
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The time seems to have passed so fast... 

This year you might have noticed that there©s just 
a few very busy people making everything tick... 
we can©t run forever like this and its coming up to 
new committee time so now is the perfect 
opportunity for you to decide how to you want to 
help next year. 

If you decide not to then be warned that 
unfortunately we will probably have to cut back 
on what the club tries to do. For some time the 
club has relied on too few people and it makes it 
very difficult to operate well and to complete all 
the things we target at the start of the year. If we 
have to cut down on the boat, training, trips or 
equipment because of lack of volunteers then we 
will. Sad but true! 

So how can you help? Most of the committee are 
moving on so there is no lack of choice. There©s a 
committee niche for everyone and every 
committee member needs support so even 
shrinking violets can help in their preferred field. 
The club is built on the efforts of the members - 
please pitch in and lets getting planning for next 
year. 

Here©s a very brief (just ask for more details!) 
word picture of each role just so you know which 
area(s) to choose... 

Diving Officer  (DO) - Should be at the heart of 
the club, diving is what we all came here for isn©t 
it? Responsible for the whole diving and training 
program with help from the TO and ExO. Ideally 
an active, knowledgeable and approachable diver. 

Training Officer  (TO) - The TO is in charge of 
training, usually up to and including Sport Diver, 
plays a big part in making new divers feel at home 
in the club and has to balance the needs of trainees 
and instructors. 

Secretary - Keeps track of membership details, 
payment of membership fees and has to ensure 
that all the medical and legal stuff is in order 
before you can dive. 

Treasurer  - Has to control the purse strings, 
counting the beans in and out and making sure we 
are all square and able to maintain our assets year 
on year. 

Boat Officer  (BO) - Responsible for the club©s 
two boats. He can©t do it all himself and so ideally 
has several deputies and plenty of assistants.  

Expeditions Officer  (ExO)- Ideally a second in 
command to a DO (who leads the diving of the 
club).  Acts as a match maker between trips and 
divers wanting to make them happen. They don©t 
have to organise them all but running one or so 
helps. Responsible for keeping the events calendar 
accurate and up to date. 

Social Secretary - There to make sure that we 
have fun, stay informed and eat well when we©re 
not under water. 

New Members Rep - As an aid to the TO should 
be around to welcome new members and keep an 
eye and ear open to ensure they are happy and 
contented.  Ideally one of last year’s trainees and 
so close to the concerns that the new members 
may have. 

Minibus Officer  - Keeps tabs on the use and 
condition of the minibus - not a mechanic just 
needs to be aware of the hire rules and the same 
kind of safe issues that affect any vehicle. 

Equipment Officer  (EO)- Oversees the SCUBA 
gear and makes sure its in the right place at the 
right time. Chief task is keeping it in good 
condition for the training program and try dives. 

Communications Officer  - It sounds simple but 
keeping the club informed is vital, there©s the 
notice boards to fill, the website to wrangle as 
well as the regular club newsletter, SubScript. 
Plenty to do and opportunities galore for helping. 

Chairman - Is supposed to lead and direct, 
spotting problems and trying to help people help 
the club to the best of their abilities. Like the other 
roles its not an easy job, advice and volunteers are 
always welcome. 

Most of these posts benefit from a little 
experience but require enthusiasm above all else.  
Don©t feel that being new to diving stops you 
being ideal. 

If you©d like to help then please drop me a line for 
more info, or sign up straightaway. The applicants 
for the committee posts are voted for at the AGM 
which is usually a polite formality. 

Without a much greater input from the 
membership as a whole this club cannot maintain 
its current level of activity, or consider increasing 
it, so it is vital that you play whatever part you 
can. 

The club is what you make it, help make it better! 

Thanks 

Rob 
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My family and I are applying to emigrate to Oz so 
I thought one of us should visit first. So as part of 
a fact finding “ research trip”  (not a holiday!),  my  
buddy and I left for Sydney via Vienna and Kuala 
Lumpur on 1st July. 

Paul my buddy has friends in New South Wales 
so our first stopover was in Newcastle, at 
breakfast our guide for the day told us about the 
30 wrecks just outside the harbour. Next stop was 
the dive shop for a bit of retail and a chat with the 
owner, the diving here sounds great like 
Felixstowe with better viz and warm, but sadly we 
didn’ t have time and so left for Port Maquarie. 

Not much of a dive centre here so no diving to 
report. 

Next stop was South West Rocks the most 
picturesque little seaside resort you will ever see, 
we had been told that there was excellent scenic 
diving here and there was a dive shop to back it 
up. Sadly we were just passing through but what a 
beautiful place. 

We passed through the Brisbane coastal towns 
(which were reported on last month) and headed 
to the Bundaberg coastal resort of Bargara where 
we actually got wet at last. 

We did two wreck dives launching from into the 
Elliot Head river before heading out to sea. The 
first was an old lightship purposely sunk so 
upright in one piece and with so much fish life I 
had to fan them away so I could see the wreck at 
times. There are a few Turtle rookeries in the area 
so it was no surprise to see one or two on the 
wreck. There were a couple of large holes cut into 
the bow allowing access to the interior where a 
few nocturnal fish species were chilling out. On 
the deck there was a small hole at the base of a 
1/2M dia stack/funnel and it was Nudibranch city 
inside, unfortunately the hole was too small to get 
my camera in, typical. The corals were small as 
the wreck is only a few years old but still a nice 
variety of hard and soft stuff. 

The second dive was the “Ceratodus 2”  another 
deliberate sinkage and on this one we saw some 
Red Fire fish, 2 Wobygong sharks,Turtles, Nudi’s, 
tons of Trevalli and Whiting, bright Red Feather 
Stars and a Queensland Grouper. 
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Both dives were inside 18M so natural light was 
excellent but it was still worth taking a good torch 
for the holes and penetration stuff. 

There are loads of dives in the area and you can 
get to three reefs out of Bundaberg, Lady Elliott 
island, Fitzroy reef and Lady Musgrove island that 
are part of the Southern Barrier reef. 

Next we flew to Cairns to board our Prodive live 
aboard Scubapro 1 for a 3 day 2 night mini live 
aboard. 

The night before we went to the “Reef Teach”  
lecture given by some mad Irishman, I thoroughly 
recommend it for learning about Corals, fish 
identification, dangers to be aware of and free tea 
and biscuits. 

The cost was included in our live aboard but you 
can book up which you will need to as it was 
packed out. 

There were a mixture of qualifying and 
experienced divers from the USA, Canada, New 
Zealand and various European countries on board. 

There had been two weeks of really strong wind 
before we arrived and we were told we were lucky 
to be going as it had been so bad. 

It was still a bumpy ride to Milne reef where our 
first dive was on the “Petaj Moorie”  Bommie 
(Bommie is Australian for Coral outcrop or a bit 
on its own sticking up from the sea bed). Lots of 
Parrot fish, Butterfly, Spotted Sweetlips 
(Harlequin variety) lovely purple sea squirts, 
Pineapple Cucumbers, Brittle Stars, Sergeant 
Baker fish, Grass Flatheads, Blue Clams and a 
variety of Corals including a magnificent 3.5M 
Blue hard Boulder shaped Coral. 

We did several dives on Milne reef Bommies 
including a night dive and added Lumphead 
Wrasse, Squid, Giant Grouper, Thinspine Rock 
Cod at a cleaning station, Coral Trout, Rays and 
Damsells to the list of critters seen. 

Next we moved to Flynn reef and Gordon’s 
mooring, we did a tour round a cluster of 
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Bommies and I photo’d a shoal of Black/White 
striped Catfish about 3”  long. Large Mauri wrasse 
(Napoleon to us) others saw feeding Turtles and 
Shark again, but we kept being in the wrong place 
at the wrong time. That night we did see a small 
White tip on the night dive and he swam straight 
at my head, I took a photo with him only a few 
feet away (magnificent) only to find out later I 
hadn’ t! (bummer). Anyway we did see a sleeping 
Turtle (how long can they hold their breath?) 
some nice red Shrimps and a Coral trout that 
followed us around. 

On Tracy’s Bommie we did a wall dive and saw 
Masked Puffer, a Turtle feeding this time and a 
strange horn shaped pale Blue spiky tube Coral, 
any ideas anyone, perhaps I was narked by now! 
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We chose this trip because it left on the right day 
for us and Paul had done it before, but this was 
five years ago and we have had an El Ninio since 
then which has reduced the number and quality of 
Corals in this area South East of Cairns quite a bit.  

It was good research though! 

� � � � � � � 
 �
Semi-dry in Cerise & Dove Grey. Was made for a 
much younger and thinner version of me! Should 
fit a thin 5©10" person. £25 to a good home.  

Contact Er ic Nelson on 01473 728935  

 

Sea and Sea MX-5 35mm underwater camera. 
Yellow. Latest model. Under 6 months old and 
only been on one holiday. £100.  

Mans blue neoprene dry suit. Needs wrist seals. 
Suit someone shorter and slimmer than me! £50.  

Lightweight BCD with Air 2. £50.  

Contact Duncan dpjay@aol.com  

� � � � � �   � ! 
 � � �
These are the current club officers you should 
contact if you have any questions or suggestions 
with regards to the club. 

Post Holder  
Chairman Robert Spray 

Diving Officer Raj Mistry 
Training Officer Christina 

Dowdeswell 
Secretary Eric Nelson 
Treasurer Duncan Jay 

Expeditions Officer Bob Crawley 
Communications 

Officer 
David Parkinson 

Minibus Officer Craig Snowling 
New Members Rep Andrew Osbourne 

Boat Officer Andy Auchterlonie 
Equipment Officer Mark Smyth 
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If you like what you©ve seen in this month’s 
newsletter, why not think about joining Sunstar?  
Divers of all levels and persuasions are welcome! 
The club has great facilities for all kinds of diving, 
and offers a wide range of training and courses.  
We also organise loads of diving trips each year, 
both in the UK and abroad. Check out our website 
at http://www.sunstar.org.uk/ to see what facilities 
we have (Minibus, Boats etc), what we do and 
what we have done (back issues of SubScript). 

We have several schemes you could join under - 
varying from complete beginner to first-class 
diver.  New Trainees normally pay ~£230 for the 
year (includes BSAC training materials and use of 
club equipment), whereas experienced divers pay 
~£140 p.a, (inc BSAC subscription) with some 
discount available if you work at BT and already 
pay ATLAS membership.  Please contact Er ic 
Nelson, club secretary for Membership forms and 
the exact payment details on 01473 606592 or 
info@sunstar.org.uk. 

Alternatively come and meet us on Monday nights 
in Ipswich at the Fore Street swimming pool 
(8:30-09:45pm) or afterwards in the Lord Nelson 
Pub. 
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The replies I had to the poll asking what sort of 
event we wanted for Christmas and when were in 
favour of: 

1. A combined dinner and prizegiving, 
rather than separate events 

2. Something special where we can dress up 
if we want, rather than informal 

3. Before Christmas rather than after. 

So here is an early outline of what is planned: 

Date - Saturday 6th December 2003 

Theme: Black & White, ie you can wear anything 
as long as it is either black or white (or both). So 
anything from full dinner suit to black T shirt and 
white jeans (plus YMCA bandana!) and anything 
in between. Black/White hair, faces, toenails - so 
much the better 

Venue &  Cost: I have booked a room for us at a 
rather swish Hotel in town and we should be able 
to make it a very special evening.  The price will 
be £22.50 per head including a welcoming glass 
of bubbly and a few fun extras. The bad news is 
that we can only accommodate 25 people in total - 
and no, that©s not just a ploy to get more interest, 
that is actually the legal limit for the room. Based 
on past experience of attendance and the 
responses to my survey earlier this year, that 
should be about right. 

A £10 per head deposit is needed to secure your 
place for this extravaganza - places will be 
allocated in the order that the cheques arrive at the 
address below. 

Please put this date in your diaries NOW.  I am 
planning for this to be a special evening to round 
off our year and to share some experiences. Hope 
you can come. 

To give a ©flavour© of what we will be enjoying, 
here is our menu - 

Star ters 
Winter Vegetable Soup with Herb 
Croutons 
Trio of Melon with Strawberries and an 
Apricot Sauce 
Coarse Country Terrine with a Red Onion 
Marmalade 
Smoked Salmon with a Cucumber, Dill 
and Lime dressing 

Main Courses 

Roast Christmas Turkey with Citrus 
seasoning and traditional accompaniments 
Pot Roasted topside of Beef with a rich 
Shallot, Stout and Thyme Gravy 
Poached Fillet of Salmon with Honey 
Roasted Parsnips and a sweet Balsamic 
reduction 
Spinach and RicottaTortellini with Goats 
Cheese Gratin 

Desserts 

Plum Pudding with a Brandy and Orange 
Butter 
Vanilla Cheesecake with a Blueberry 
Compote 
Forest Berry Soup in a Strawberry Sauce 
topped with a white Chocolate Mousse 
Chilled Lemon Tart with a Lime Syrup 

Coffee &  Mince Pies 

Turkey Awards 

Golden Porthole and Steve Jensen Trophies 
Presentation 

Cheques to: Mick Morley 
The Oaks 
Gracechurch Street 
Debenham 
Suffolk  IP14 6RQ 
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If you’ve been up to 
something interesting or 
would like to publicise 
something in relation to the 
club please contact me.    

SubScript is fuelled by your input, so put your 
fingers to the keyboard and get typing!  The 
preferable method of submission is electronically 
– just text in an email will do but a Word 
document would be better.  Pictures are a bonus 
and enhance any article.  Including these as 
separate .jpg files helps any manipulation that may 
be necessary to suit the production and printing 
process. 

Email: dparkins@alien.bt.co.uk  or 
           comms@sunstar.org.uk 
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With the agreement of the boating officer, I have 
created a new Trailer ©get-back-on-the-road© kit for 
Calypso. This is in a low, green box, complete 
with lid. In it is pretty much everything required 
to keep Calypso©s trailer road-worthy, to ensure 
that if things go wrong, as they do, you have the 
highest chance of being able to repair or fix it 
enough to get you home in a relatively short time. 

This box should not be taken to sea in Calypso, 
but kept with the trailer.  Do not ©scrounge© items 
from it ... one day you may/will be thankful that it 
is there. Having to sit at the side of a motorway in 
the rain, attempting to change a wheel bearing at 
midnight with vital tools missing, still hours away 
from home, will quickly teach you the value of it. 
Likewise, if/when you use something from it, 
please ensure that it is replaced as soon as you 
return. I will create a list of items that should be in 
the box, and will attach it to the inside of the lid. 

Inside the green box, there is a smaller orange 
box. This is for small /delicate items, e.g. 
bearings, light bulbs etc. Do not leave these 
rolling around the green box, allowing them to be 
broken by the heavier-duty types of kit. 

If anyone has any suggestions as what else should 
be in the box, please let me or Andrew A know. 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � �
PERIODIC INSPECTION AND TEST 

There has been some confusion in the industry 
regarding the change in the PIAT intervals that 
came into effect in September 2002. 

Some authorities interpreted the change of 
frequency to commence once the current period 
expired, i.e. if the date stamp marked at the time 
of examination was June 2000 then add 2 years 
and the next due date was June 2002 instead of 
add 2.5 years and the next due date was December 
2002. 

HSE©s view is that the intervals between periodic 
inspections and tests from 31 August 2002 are 2.5 
year "periodic inspection" and 5 year "periodic 
inspection and test". 

The next test date will be when these periods are 
added to the last test date stamped on the cylinder 
for visual or visual and hydraulic test. 

Extract from HSE document dated September 1st 
2003 
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The Farnes has become a near fixture on the club 
calendar, and with very good reason it’ s great. 
Well there is of course a some mitigation to that, 
they©re like chips - when they©re good they©re very, 
very good and when the weather©s bad they can be 
horrid. 

I©ve always had very good luck there, I©ve had 
great dives just days after people have come back 
from a weekend of staring at a mountainous sea. It 
also helps that I had a very good guide the first 
time I went – John Liddiard.  It turned out he was 
only using his naive new diver buddy as a model 
and has since used my picture all over the place 
but it was a small price to pay for some of the best 
dives in my first diving year. Having been four 
times I thought I©d give it a break this year but 
eventually couldn©t resist the call of the seals. 
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Bob had taken over the running of the trip and 
sadly hadn©t been overwhelmed with divers but 
had enough to make the trip happen. Since we 
couldn©t fill a whole boat he had released the 
booking for Wavedancer and moved us to the ©pay 
per dive© convenience of Glad Tidings II. An even 
more canny move was staying in a caravan rather 
than a B&B - 3 nights for £29! Oh we made a 
cheerful group as we settled into our caravan in 
Bamburgh, there©s something about the 
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compressed surroundings and bendy walls that 
always takes me back to childhood holidays... 

Anyway. Although it rained on us as we drove up 
and the forecasts were a bit grim Saturday 
morning arrived looking calm and with a very 
civilised 10am start. Even that turned out to be 
unnecessary as slack wasn©t until after 12. It was 
just as well the sea was flat as our boat (GT2) was 
somewhat rudimentary and lacked any cover. Our 
skipper was fairly rudimentary too but aside from 
encouraging us to jump in and pull ourselves 
down the shot straight away (about an hour early) 
he did get us to the right place (The Somali). 

There were five of us and a quick survey 
suggested that any of the three of us with cameras 
would make dull company for the two who didn©t 
so we split into a snapping trio and a diving duo. 
The descent down the rope offered a pleasant 
surprise, we were dropped precisely onto the 
boilers and the vis was 10m+. 
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Having studied John Liddiard©s wreck plan we set 
off through the middle of the wreck and I 
confidently intended to return to the engine at the 
end of the dive. However the complication of 
diving as a three and taking bad photos meant we 
actually made a fairly straight track slowly down 
the starboard side of the wreck. I realised this 
once I saw the gun, which I don©t remember 
seeing before, and we swam around a large 
section of the stern. We set off from the bottom 
and had enough hang time to appreciate a 
thoroughly enjoyable dive. 

After a leisurely lunch we returned to the boat to 
dive what turned out to be the Knivestone but 
started off aiming for somewhere else. Our 
skipper Duncan was very chatty about his dives 
with Selby (Ex of the lodge) to find the safe from 
the bow of the Somali but not so forthcoming 
when it came to announcing our destination. This 
uncertainty helped keep Bob on his toes trying to 
marshal the trip. The Knivestone was another 
pleasant surprise, good vis and more dead men©s 

fingers than I©ve every seen before, plains and 
walls of them. There was an annoying swirling 
current which bunched everyone together at the 
start of the dive and so we ran with it up and down 
the spurs of rock finding chunks of the wreck of 
the Abyssinia on the way. 
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Up in the shallows I indulged one of my passions 
and had a great time swinging through the kelp in 
an invigorating surge, the end of season growth 
was heavily encrusted and full of life. I don©t 
know that the others share my enthusiasm for 
inverted Tarzan impressions but they gamely put 
up with me until it was time to go. On the way 
back Bob discovered a grisly secret – to catch the 
early slack the next day we would need to meet 
the boat at 7am and, as an extra bonus, it would be 
at the slightly perilous steps at the end of the 
harbour wall. After a good meal served by a Jane 
Middlemiss doppelganger we all turned in early 
and slept the deep sleep of the cramped. 
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In the morning we easily beat the boat to the steps 
and were fully loaded before we©d fully woken up.  
We set off for the Chris Christensen and I was still 
drowsy when we hit the water and the pleasant 
14oC water didn©t bring me fully round until we 
reached the bottom. The shot was spot on and 
dropped us by the boilers.  At 32m it was deep 
enough that I felt I should look again when I 
thought I noticed a shape moving behind Paul and 
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David. It was a seal. Normally I©ve only seen them 
in the shallows but this one had come down to see 
us and, after a quick inspection, it zipped off out 
of sight. 

I counted myself lucky to have seen a seal at all, 
and all the more so at 30m. It quite unsettled me 
and my ©navigation© across the wreck was rather 
suspect after that, but I did at least head the right 
direction to the gently sloping wall to make our 
ascent. As we came up the seals were about again 
and as we got to 25m and the prop they closed in. 
They circled and inspected and came over to bite 
knees. They were braver on the shallower more 
vertical wall and pairs of them buzzed us and 
played with each other around us. The other 
divers definitely seemed to need biting but I was 
able to attract a more benign interest and a little 
hot fin action. 
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As the dive proper drew to a close on the kelpy 
top of the sunlit rocks there seemed to be no end 
to the little seals rocketing past. Some were quite 
coy and watched from behind rocks, others kept 
watch a little further off and the nibblers were 
more than happy to chase Paul and David. The 
end of the dive came all too soon. We felt we 
should surface on time as agreed and, when we 
broke the surface, we saw that we had arrived in a 
gulley occupied by a very busy seal nursery.  
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There must have been more than a dozen pups 
chasing around us and it was a wrench to signal 
the boat and have to get out. Without doubt the 
most intensive seal dive I have had, though the 
last time I went Mark and I had a gentler 
encounter where an affectionate seal nuzzled my 
mask and enjoyed being tickled under the chin. 

After that the afternoon’s dive at the Blue Caps 
could only be an anti-climax. But we had 
excellent vis and the usual crunchy and squashy 
life was there in abundance. Everything was 
covered in something living and the ever hungry 
wrasse had clearly been well trained by divers 
over the summer and hassled us waiting to be fed. 
There were a few sexy sea slugs about but just one 
seal which appeared behind the others but didn©t 
play. 
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Our early start gave us time to explore Bamburgh 
Castle after some fish and chips so we weren©t at 
our freshest as we walked the stone floors of the 
stately home. We made a point of seeing the gun 
from the Arethusa and trying the local ice cream. 

In the morning the weather was looking miserable 
and our soft northerners suggested it would be 
better to end the trip on a high rather than being 
battered by rain and the tough southerners felt 
they had to concede. 

A good point to add that... the diving was so good 
that it seemed like a terrible mistake not to have 
been for a couple of years and that David is 
hoping to run this highlight of the diving year 
again at a similar time next year. We would try to 
upgrade the boat but it would be difficult to 
improve on the diving. 
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This was my first club weekend trip since joining 
in January and what an eventful and enjoyable 
time we had. 

Firstly the mini bus had a flat battery (someone 
left the fan running) and the handbrake was left 
hard on and had frozen on one side, after sorting 
these little problems out we headed off and had a 
fairly good journey down. 

Once again we were “Caravanning”  – generally 
adequate (and cheap) accommodation with no 
hassles over getting breakfast before crack-of-
dawn departures.  However this time (unlike in 
the Farnes) there was no central heating so good 
sleeping bags and/or blankets were necessary. 

Saturday morning saw a leisurely start before we 
headed down to Lyme Bay where we met John the 
skipper and owner of Miss Pattie1, our boat for the 
weekend. 

 
� � � � 	� � � � � � � � � � � �

John is a diver himself so understands better what 
we need (and don©t need) which helps, plus he was 
one of the nicest, most helpful and 
accommodating skippers you could ask for. 

Our first dive was the Baygitano2 only 15 minutes 
run and what a lovely wreck, more Bib than you 
can count, lots of Conger, Crabs, Lobbies, Wrasse 
(various varieties) Gobbies etc. and lots of stuff 
growing all over. 

The two large boilers in the centre had all sorts of 
critters in the water pipes, the temp was a friendly 
17 degrees and the viz was over 10M. 

                                                      
1 See the September 2003 issue of Dive magazine. 
2 http://www.bevs.org/diving/wkbaygit.htm 
 

A bonus was finding two fossils, no not Rob and 
John but an Ammonite and a Dolomite so I©m 
informed. These were found on a short sortie 
away from the wreck. 

 
+� 
 
 	 
 �

Second dive of the day was a gentle drift along a 
ledge with a vertical face filled with horizontal 
cracks full of Crabs, small fish, Lobbies, Shrimp 
(my favourite) and lots of plant life.  The dive site 
was called “Tesco’s”  due to the stacked shelves!  
The Skipper requested that DSMBs be deployed 
20 minutes into the dive. 

 
, � � � � - � � � � 	� � � � � � � � � � 
 � �  � � � � � . � 
 %� �
 �

We found a large Cuttlefish perched on a rock 
then on the sandy bottom behind us we saw a 
Nurse Dogfish (large and Brown) and several 
Spotted Doggies white and spotty as a teenager. 

 
, � � 	� �
 � , � � �  � � 	
 � �

Once the current picked up it pushed you into the 
rockface which was a pain with a blob up so we 
skipped over the top and through some different 
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terrain. Areas of large boulders/rock formations 
which had Bass and large Wrasse patrolling them, 
then over fields of Mussels and Scallop beds, a 
great variety of life was seen on the dive. 

Sunday saw an early start and an early finish 
which was great with a long drive home ahead of 
us. 

 
/ 	� � � � � � � � � / � � � 	� � � � �

The first dive was a sailing vessel (the Heroine), 
possibly a Barge that the skipper had searched for 
and found himself.  We went down the shot onto 
the pile of furnace bricks he had described. We 
did a circumnavigation of the pile seeing Conger, 
Lobbies Crabs etc. then started to look for the 
wreckage. It turns out that most of it is buried so 
there was not much to see. There was a slight 
current running so we did a gentle drift, came 
across  another Dogfish which let me pick him up 
for a photo, then we started collecting Scallops as 
and when we came across them. 

 
, � � � � � � $� � � � � � 	� � � 
 !&� � � � � � � � / � � � 	� � � � �

A large shoal of Mackerel swam overhead, a shoal 
of juvenile Garfish swam bye, Craig 
photographed a baby Dogfish about 4" long, a flat 
white Starfish and a fat white Nudibrach, we saw 
another couple at the end of the dive as well.  
The Skipper said we would have doubled our 
Scallop count if we had headed off South rather 

than West but we went with the current and I had 
a plate full for my tea that evening. 

A rubbish wreck but a great start for a drift dive 
and some wildlife in and around the bricks. 

[David]  Jules and made the mistake of heading 
away from the bricks at the start.  After some 20 
minutes I began to think of the “Never losts”  back 
in the boat hut, but the wreck turned up again after 
some 24 minutes.  Finding the huge congers and 
lobbies lurking under the keel provided 
compensation for our initial wanderings. 

Second dive was a return to the Baygitano by 
popular request.  No fossils this time and the viz 
was down a bit but still a nice dive with lots to 
see, a third boiler, engines, various winches and 
pipes with Conger in. 

All in all a great weekend’s diving in a fab venue, 
and worth the extra travelling in my view. 

Many thanks to Susie for organising the weekend 
and then having to work (bummer) but I’ ve 
already organised a repeat trip next year so maybe 
you can make it then? 

 
. � � � � � � /  � � � � �

[Jules]  A wonderful weekend was had at Lyme 
Regis. The weather although slightly breezy with 
a chilly northerly, was fine and sunny. Everything 
was diver friendly, from the harbour (mini-bus 
access to the loading steps – what a relief) and the 
local café which was fine & relaxed about divers 
waltzing in still in dry suits (with a few very large 
knives still in evidence! - no names mentioned but 
expect arrests to follow as the area is covered by 
police CCTV). Large amounts of bacon butties 
and the occasional cream tea were consumed - a 
sure sign of a good dive venue! 

So what about the diving? Excellent viz, great 
deal of large and active wildlife (not including 
divers), classy wrecks and a visit to the local 
underwater supermarket, Tesco©s, meant an 
excellent weekend was had by all.  The skipper 
was exceptionally friendly, helpful and 
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knowledgeable and a return visit must be high on 
everyone©s agenda. One (weekend only) 
temporary member of the club was heard to 
comment that if diving with SunStar was always 
this good, he©d consider joining even though he 
was a mere 5 hours drive away. 

[ john]  The Baygitano is a delightful dive; classic 
boilers and engines, lots of plates and holes for 
congers, and an enclosing shroud of Pouting that 
were glad to count you as one of their number, all 
at a depth that enables a 60+ minute dive. 

John Walker provided an easy and relaxed diving 
experience; from a warm welcome, helpful 
briefings, accurate shot placement through to 
coming out of his wheelhouse to help divers off 
with their fins and finally rounding off the day by 
filling your cylinders for you - even with Nitrox. 

� � � � � �* � � � � � , � � �

One of the major events of the Lyme Regis 
weekend was Craig©s 100th dive.  It’ s great to 
mark these milestones with a good dive and 
thanks to Susie©s slick organisation Craig certainly 
did. 

Down on the Baygitano he had a grand dive 
enjoying the tranquillity amongst the Bib - until 
the paparazzi caught him (startling him 
somewhat!) and captured the moment for 
posterity. 

 

Congratulations Craig, many happy returns. 

P.S. The only sour note was that Craig would not 
adopt Steve©s suggestion that every 100th dive 
should be undertaken in the nude, disappointing 
many.  

* � � � � � � 
 � �
� � � � �

 
� � � � � � � � � � !�

We had two very successful Mondays of “Try 
Dives”  and thanks are due to all who contributed 
in one way or another.  It was a pity (or lucky 
depending on your point of view!) that all who 
requested a Try Dive did not turn up on the 
evening.  By all reports those that did really 
enjoyed themselves. 

Sarah acted as official photographer and the full 
set of pictures can be found via the “News”  page 
of the Club Website. 

As a result it looks like we’ve already got a full 
intake of trainees for next year as a result of the 
dives. 

 

 
' � � � � � , � � �  � 
 !�
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I climbed down the wooden ladder to the waiting 
rib, Arifin our Indonesian tender pilot smoked a 
clover flavoured cigarette and smiled through 
yellow teeth. After a long flight to Singapore, and 
a connecting flight to Denpasar I had boarded the 
MV Pelagian from Benoa harbour in Bali and 
travelled 21 hours eastward to reach the islands of 
Komodo ( of dragon fame ) Banta and Rinca in 
the Flores sea. 

 

These volcanic islands on the `ring of firè  offer a 
mix of high adrenaline current dives as the Pacific 
ocean funnels through the Indonesian archipelago. 
Extensive coral reefs, seamounts and pinnacles 
are largely pristine. Sharks, mantas and dolphins 
were spotted and the range of small and strange 
creatures is particularly impressive. This variety is 
encountered because the north side of the islands 
has warm and clear waters while the southern 
coasts are cooler due to upwelling plankton-rich 
ocean currents from the southern Indian ocean 
giving a diverse habitat to thousands of different 
species of fish and coral. 
 
A few days into the trip, after the sun had gone 
down five of us kitted up using the lights from the 
liveaboard to sort out gear before motoring off 
into the darkness for our fourth dive of the day. 
With me in the boat were Kevin, an American IT 
expert from silicone valley and as hairy as a fur 
seal, Tibor the Hungarian photographer with his 
brace of Nikons and remote strobes that made him 
look like the many armed Indian god Shiva, 
Sylvie, a blonde bombshell from Los Angeles, 
and Dede, our enigmatic dive guide with his 
telescopic car aerial wedged as usual, antennae 
like down the back of his mask strap. This was a 
multi purpose tool used for pointing out pygmy 
seahorses as small as my little fingernail living 
amongst the gorgonian fans, digging up reluctant 
stargazers from the sand for our amusement and 
luring out blue and yellow ribbon eels from their 
holes. 

Miles from civilization the stars seemed brighter 
and more prolific. Mars was the closest it had 
been for thousands of years and burned red in the 
night sky. The atmosphere was set for a special 
dive as we rolled into the inky blackness and 
made our way downward. Phosphorescence 
swirled around as I headed for the coral bommie 
that was to provide me with my first look at the 
creature known as the bobtail squid (Euprymna 
Berryi). 

 

This amazing cephalopod was indicated to me by 
car aerial and hunkered down into the sand on my 
approach. Two and a half inches long it radiated a 
blue green irridesence from its body so that it was 
lit up like a gemstone in the black volcanic sand. 
These creatures have the ability to filter out light 
emitting bacteria from the water and cultivate 
them in a special organ within their bodies. The 
animal can alter the brightness of the light emitted 
by flexing a diaphragm and performs this feat to 
break up its silhouette, and confuse predators. I 
watched enthralled for ten minutes until Dedè s 
rattle attracted the attention of the Hungarian who 
set up camp a foot from the beast and slowly 
cooked it with the heat from the powerful strobes. 
Blinded I swam away to look for other interesting 
finds hiding in the dark recesses of the bommie. 
There were many more highlights during the trip 
but the memory of this rare squid will stay with 
me. 

There is truth in the old fisherman`s proverb - 
there are always stranger/bigger fish in the sea 
than ever came out of it. 
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Spartan Vest Top, Neoprene (Childs) £1, Dry Suit 
top (Childs) £3, 2 Childrens pool masks £3/pair 

(Alternatively the three items above as a lot. £5) 

25kg lift bag £15, Typhoon SMB £10, Reel £15, 
Winocka Diver©s Knife £10, 
2 12ltr Cylinders (out of test) £60ea or £100 the 
pair, Typhoon fins (med) £10, Cressi Fins £10, 
Pair of fin straps £1, Ankle weights £10/pair. 

Cressisub DV with extras & bag £135, Pair of 
gloves £8, Knee pads £8, Goody bag £5, 2 
Weightbelts with weights: Blue £20, Black £25. 

Marlin wetsuit top (small) very well used £2, Old 
Seaquest ABLJ (ok for pool use) £5, Thermal 
Woolly Bear undersuit £20, Dry Suit mens (med) 
£225, Dry Suit seals £15, Stab Jacket US Divers 
with Auto Air £100, Compass £12, Data Max 
Sport Dive Computer £120, Marlin/Pacific wet 
suit tops (brand new) £10ea, Wet Suit with fitted 
ABLJ (Midas make) £30, Artic Semi-Dry (well 
used) £35  

Contact Ivor  on 01473 712285 

/ � �  � �0 �- � � � � � �
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I haven’ t heard much yet about this trip – but 
hopefully some crew members can be persuaded 
to dish the dirt on their coxes – some of whom I 
gather tended to be stick-in-the-muds! 
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If you©ve seen members walking around sporting 
garments with the club logo and wish to make an 
order then you need to see me, FrancEs Cook. I am 
usually down at the pool/ Lord Nelson pub on 
Monday club nights. I have only one catalogue 
book to show but it is worth looking through its 
extensive range of garments, hats and accessories.  
Ordering is quite simple. Just choose garment type, 
size, colour (garment and logo) and let me know. 
For an extra charge of £3 you can even have 
variations of the logo eg. Sunstar logo on one side 
of the garment and the lettering of Sunstar Sub 
Aqua on another side. 
Prices seen on the price list does not include VAT 
or postage and packing. I share out the cost of P&P 
between those who have placed an order. 
It can take up to a month to receive your garments 
as the company has to order the garments in and 
they are also slow in sending an invoice so please 
be patient. But as many members will tell you it©s 
well worth the wait. 
The garments are good quality and wear and wash 
well. So do come down on a Monday and fix 
yourself up with some clothes that will make you 
proud to be a member of Sunstar Sub Aqua. 

� 	 � � � � � �
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� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
October     

18 – 19 South Coast Neap Weekend South coast Bob Crawley M C sport  

27 Committee Meeting Lord Nelson 7pm Eric Nelson  

November     

9 – 16 Red Sea - Sharm el Sheikh  Mick Morley club 

15 – 16 NEC Dive Show  Craig  

16 Octopush Nautilus Competition @ Crystal Palace 
Crystal Palace, London 

Ken Gould M  

24 Committee Meeting Lord Nelson 7pm Eric Nelson  

26 Sunstar AGM tba Eric Nelson  

29 – 30 BSAC Diving Officer©s Conference To be confirmed Tracey Skirrow  

December     

6 Sunstar Christmas Do As yet unknown - near 
Ipswich 

Mick Morley  

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 5 �
January    

23 Octopush Competition in Northern France Ken Gould M  

February    

1 – 28 New Zealand - Top to bottom. With bonus 
Mozambique?? All of New Zealand 

Rob Spray  

March    

27 – 28 London Dive Show David Parkinson M  

Apr il    

10 – 13 Warmish, Easter- ish trip Bob Crawley club sport  

May    

20 – 29 Gozo A Go Go!  Craig Snowling M training club 
sport D  

June    

5 – 6 Lyme Bay South Coast Steve Wright M sport D  

September     

16 – 19 Farne Islands Northumberland David Parkinson M club sport D  

Key  

C    Calypso        club    Only suitable for Club Diver upwards  
B    Buzo        sport    Only suitable for Sport Diver upwards  
M    Minibus        dlplus   Only suitable for Dive Leaders and upwards 
training   Training event       Full    Fully booked  
 


